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SeSSIOn KeY:  Gen (General) ADV (Advanced) PB (Picture Books) MG (Middle Grade)
   YA (Young Adult) nF (Non-Fiction) ILL (Illustrators) ALL (PB/MG/YA)

Conference at a Glance
October 10-11, 2014

FRIDAY, OCTOBeR 10, 2014

TIMe  InTenSIVe  LOCATIOn

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM Writing: Peanut Butter to Plot: Writing Chapter Books  Hampton Inn, Hoover, AL
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM illustrating: Embracing Your Inner Maverick  Ruffner Mountain Treehouse

SATURDAY, OCTOBeR 11, 2014

TIMe  eVenT  

7:30 – 8:30 AM registration • Morning Mingle • Bookstore  
8:30 – 8:45 Welcome and Opening Announcements 
8:45 - 9:00 Introduction of Guests and Keynote Speaker 
9:00 – 9:45 CandiCe ransom: Keep Calm and Carry On (But Don’t PItch a Fit) 

10:00 – 10:45   SeSSIOn 1

 LeVeL GenRe SPeAKeR WORKSHOP 

1a  GEN ALL Sarah Frances Hardy Nuts & Bolts, From Brain to Book   
   and Katie Anderson
1b  GEN PB/MG Courtney After the Book Deal: 
   Miller-Callihan An Agent’s Role in the Publishing Process  
1c  GEN ALL Ruta Rimas What Makes a Book Great (Part 1) 
1d  GEN MG/YA Bethany Strout  Revision With an Editor  
1e  GEN ALL Deborah Wiles and Getting Started: What You Know (Part 1) 
   Kerry Madden
1f  ADV ILL R. Gregory Christie  Find the Artistry and Marketability in Your Images (Part 1) 
1g  GEN PB Jodell Saddler Creating Picture Books That Wow  
1h  GEN  MG/YA Lou Anders ScripTips: Hollywood Screenwriting Techniques (Part 1)  

11:00 – 11:45   SeSSIOn 2

 LeVeL GenRe SPeAKeR WORKSHOP 

2a  GEN ALL Candice Ransom Fixing to Get Ready: A Field Guide to Your Novel   
2b  GEN PB/MG Courtney After the Book Deal: 
   Miller-Callihan An Agent’s Role in the Publishing Process  
2c  GEN ALL Ruta Rimas What Makes a Book Great (Part 2) 
2d  GEN MG/YA Bethany Strout  Revision With an Editor  
2e  GEN ALL Deborah Wiles and Getting Started: What You Know (Part 2) 
   Kerry Madden
2f  ADV ILL R. Gregory Christie  Find the Artistry and Marketability in Your Images (Part 2) 
2g  GEN MG/YA Jodell Sadler Pacing, Prosody, Play and Performance  
2h  GEN  MG/YA Lou Anders ScripTips: Hollywood Screenwriting Techniques (Part 2) 
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12:00 – 12:30   LUnCH • Bookstore • Announcements  

12:30 – 12:50  Autograph Party • Portfolio Showcase  

1:00 – 1:45   SeSSIOn 3

 LeVeL GenRe SPeAKeR WORKSHOP ROOM

3a GEN MG/YA Candice Ransom Place in Fiction: Not Just Grits and Groundhogs (Part 1)  
3b GEN MG/YA Courtney Congratulations! You Finished a Rough Draft. 
   Miller-Callihan Now What? Revision Strategies That Work (Part 1)  
3c GEN ALL Ruta Rimas From Acquisition to Print   
3d GEN  ALL Bethany Strout  Getting an Emotional Bang out of Your Picture Book (Part 1) 
3e GEN ALL Sally Apokedak  Voice: Choosing the Perfect Words 
3f GEN  ILL R. Gregory Christie  Presentation and Protocol 
3g ADV  PB Jodell Sadler  Creating Picture Books That Wow 
3h ADV  ALL Irene Latham  Smart Marketing for Busy Authors 

2:00 – 2:45   SeSSIOn 4

 LeVeL GenRe SPeAKeR WORKSHOP 

4a  GEN MG/YA Candice Ransom Place in Fiction: Not Just Grits and Groundhogs (Part 2)  
4b  GEN MG/YA Courtney Congratulations! You Finished a Rough Draft. 
   Miller-Callihan Now What? Revision Strategies That Work (Part 2) 
4c  GEN ALL Ruta Rimas From Acquisition to Print 
4d  GEN  ALL Bethany Strout  Getting an Emotional Bang out of Your Picture Book  (Part 2) 
4e  GEN MG/YA Janice Hardy Planning Your Novel in Ten Easy Steps 
4f  GEN  ILL Prescott Hill Digital Illustration: A Hands-On Exploration 
4g  GEN  PB Allison Hertz  Visualize Your Picture Book  
4h  ADV  MG/YA Irene Latham  Learning from the CYBILS Awards    

TIMe   eVenT  
 
3:00   Southern Breeze Contest Winners  
3:15  Q&A Panel with Faculty  
3:45  Closing: Door Prizes and Farewell

4:00 – 5:30  Manuscripts & Portfolios Formal Critiques / Prepaid  
  Manuscripts & Portfolios Informal Critiques / Free!  
  Bookstore Closes   
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Conference registration: www.southern-breeze.scbwi.org 
Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd

Pre-Conference Intensive 
Friday, October 10, 2014
Cost: $65.00

lunCH: $5.00  In order to keep registration costs low, lunch is no longer included in 
the fee for the intensives. Attendees may purchase a lunch during registra-
tion, bring their own, or go to a nearby restaurant.   

9:00 am- Writers’ intensive with Candice ransom
4:00 Pm Peanut Butter to Plot: Writing Chapter Books and Middle Grade Novels

location: Hampton Inn, 4520 Galleria Blvd, Hoover, AL
Middle grade fiction is hot right now and you’re ready to jump in the pool. Will 
you wade gently into the shallow end of chapter books? Paddle to the ropes 
mid-way, the safe, lapping waters of fiction for 8 to 12-year-olds? Or dive into the 
deep end of “tween” or “smart” mid-grade novels? In this all-day intensive, we’ll 
first establish the shades of differences in middle grade fiction based on pub-
lisher’s classifications, audience, and where and how your story fits into those 
categories. We’ll discuss the Big Idea in the latest middle grade novels, and 
sub-categories such as historical fiction, science fiction, and fantasy (in or out?). 
Next we’ll delve into character and plot, key elements in middle grade books. 
We’ll work through exercises to help fine-tune those elements. 
During the second half of the intensive, we’ll develop place in our stories. We’ll 
learn how to make common middle grade settings (school, soccer field, back-
yard, home) stand out from the sea of current mid-grade fiction. We’ll strength-
en both character and plot through place-based exercises such as mapping. 
We’ll break into small groups and work as writers, as editors, and as ten-year-
olds. You’ll walk out with a plan for your novel, no matter what stage it is in, and 
the tools to write the next Charlotte’s Web.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Chapter Books, Middle Grade Only)

9:00 am- illustrators’ intensive with r. gregory Christie  
4:00 Pm Embracing Your Inner Maverick
 location: Ruffner Mountain Treehouse, 1214 81st St. South, Birmingham, AL

This full-day illustrators’ intensive will focus on illustration fundamentals and the typ-
ically unspoken “rules” of building an illustration career. This workshop is for artists 
who seek insight into marketing a realistic or unorthodox style.  
audience: Illustrators, all levels

’14
Writing & Illustrating for Kids
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Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd
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SCBWI/Southern Breeze
Conference Workshops
Saturday, October 11, 2014

Cost: sCBWi members: $125.00  students: $135.00   non-members: $145.00

Please note:  You must sign up for both parts of a two-part workshop.

7:30 – 8:30  Registration • Morning Mingle • Bookstore  

8:30 – 8:45 Welcome and opening announcements 

8:45 – 9:00 introduction of guests and Keynote speaker 

9:00 – 9:45 Keynote with Candice ransom  
 Failure: Keep Calm and Carry On (But Don’t Pitch a Fit)

The journey of a children’s book writer is not an upward trajectory from that first 
book sale. After more than thirty years as a full time writer of children’s books, 
Candice Ransom has experienced everything: editors fired or quit, publishers 
that folded their tents in the middle of the night, projects abandoned just before 
publication, even an editor who hid under her desk.
Some of it is funny. Most is not, especially the trials of the last two years. Can you 
be a failure after publishing a hundred books? Do “dream” agents exist? If you 
leave your agent, can you go back? Is that viewed as failure? Listen and learn 
how to stay true to your goals...and stay on that bumpy up-and-down road.
audience: Writers and illustrators, all levels



Conference registration: https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/wik14/
Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd
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Session One: 10:00 - 10:45 
Saturday, October 11, 2014
 sarah Frances Hardy and Katie anderson| Nuts & Bolts, From Brain to Book 

This session outlines the publishing process from conception to publication in 
ten steps which include finding beta reader, searching for an agent, and what 
to expect after your book is released. 

 audience: Writers, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult) 

 Courtney miller Callihan|after the Book Deal: An Agent’s Role in the  
Publishing Process    
We’ll walk through all the steps of the publishing process, from the moment an 
editor makes an offer for your work to the moment it’s available for sale, and be-
yond. We’ll talk about how the various departments of a publishing house work 
together, and what a literary agent’s role is throughout the publishing process. 
Workshop repeated in Session Two.
audience: Writers and Illustrators, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 ruta rimas|What Makes a Book Great    
Part i: This interactive session will have participants analyzing the classics of chil-
dren’s literature, modern and old, and applying what they find to their own writ-
ing. Please do have a WIP with you and be prepared to give it a critical look. 
audience: Writers, all levels (Picture Books, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 Bethany stout|Revision With an Editor    
Congratulations, you’ve sold your book! But the work generally isn’t over. This 
workshop will cover receiving your first editorial letter and ask questions like: How 
strictly should you follow your editor’s suggestions? How and when should you 
push back? (Aimed at novelists.) Workshop repeated in Session Two.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 



Conference registration: https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/wik14/
Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd
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 deborah Wiles and Kerry madden|Getting Started: What You Know First 
Part i: This is a two-session workshop designed to help beginners access their sto-
ries, flesh out ideas, put bones around plot, understand where to begin, and write 
from the heart, not the market.   In these sessions, we will write short about what 
matters to us, and figure out what matters through a series of exercises meant to 
open the mind, the heart, and the imagination. This is the true path to publication.  
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 r. gregory Christie|Find the Artistry and Marketability in Your Images 
Part i: This workshop will focus on composition, color choices and the overall 
marketability of your children’s book. It’s intended for participants who want to 
get outside of their own head and think about how a company, customer and 
child may react to your art.
audience: Illustrators, all levels

 Jodell sadler|Creating Picture Books That Wow   
Writers learn how to move yourself to move story and readers through con-
crete examples. Anyone looking to interact with readers, decrease word 
count, bring out the rhythm and heart into story and turn a picture book into 
a performance readers will love, will want to join in for this workshop. We will 
invite participation through art and words, craft surprise, utilize page turns, and 
add interactive elements. Workshop repeated in Session Three.   
audience: Fiction writers, advanced (Picture Books)

 lou anders|scriptips: Hollywood screenwriting Techniques    
Part i: Every writer has a folder full of openings that go nowhere. Many promis-
ing ideas bog down in their second half. In this workshop, award-winning editor 
Lou Anders describes how Hollywood screenwriting techniques can be repur-
posed to help writers struggling with outlining their novel. Using examples from 
film, Anders will demonstrate how to maximize the emotional link and get you 
connected to your reader. Whether you are a plotter or a seat-of-the-pantser, 
you’ll benefit from an understanding of these simple underlying principles while 
gaining valuable insight of benefit to all novelists.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)



Conference registration: https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/wik14/
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Session Two: 11:00 - 11:45 
Saturday, October 11, 2014
 Candice ransom|Fixin’ to Get Ready: A Field Guide to Your Novel 

Every book we write comes with its own rules. But we don’t have to sit on the 
front porch waiting for characters to speak and a plot to show up. Learn to navi-
gate the process easier by creating a field guide, a notebook set up to take you 
through each book project from start to finish. Sections of your guidebook will 
cover Points of Interest, Identifying Traits, Historical Sites, What to Pack, Handy-
Dandy Plot Chart, Key to Families, Treasure Box, and more. Time permitting, we’ll 
discuss the importance of a project mood board.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Easy Readers, Chapter Books, Middle Grade, 
Young Adult)

 Courtney miller Callihan|After the Book Deal: An Agent’s Role in the 
Publishing Process    
We’ll walk through all the steps of the publishing process, from the moment an 
editor makes an offer for your work to the moment it’s available for sale, and be-
yond. We’ll talk about how the various departments of a publishing house work 
together, and what a literary agent’s role is throughout the publishing process. 
Workshop repeated in Session One.
audience: Writers and Illustrators, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 ruta rimas|What Makes a Book Great    
Part ii: Continuation of Session One workshop. 
audience: Writers, all levels (Picture Books, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 Bethany stout|Revision With an Editor    
Congratulations, you’ve sold your book! But the work generally isn’t over. This 
workshop will cover receiving your first editorial letter and ask questions like: How 
strictly should you follow your editor’s suggestions? How and when should you 
push back? (Aimed at novelists.) Workshop repeated in Session One.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)
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Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd
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 deborah Wiles and Kerry madden|Getting Started: What You Know First 
Part ii: Continuation of Session One workshop. 
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 r. gregory Christie|Find the Artistry and Marketability in Your Images 
Part ii: Continuation of Session One workshop. 
audience: Illustrators, all levels

 Jodell sadler|Pacing, Poetry, Prosody, Play & Performance 
Pacing is all about “going far enough” to engage a reader fully. Writers who ex-
plore the XPs of good writing will see how to move, pause, halt, or slow a story to 
enhance the emotional tension within a novel.This workshop is all about looking 
into the negative space of good writing and remembering to allow for silence 
to fill around words and taking advantage of the little edits that lift writing to a 
whole new level.  
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 lou anders|ScripTips: Hollywood Screenwriting Techniques    
Part ii: Continuation of Session One workshop. 
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)



Conference registration: https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/wik14/
Hotel reservations: Hampton inn, Hoover, al http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd
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Session Three: 1:00 - 1:45 
Saturday, October 11, 2014

 Candice ransom|Place in Fiction: Not Just Grits and Groundhogs  
Part i: Are your plots scrabbled out of the sun-baked clay by your fingernails? Do 
you believe your books are character-driven and plot drags in like the last part of 
the pig over the fence? In this workshop, we’ll solve plot and character problems 
by beginning with place. First, we’ll elevate place to its proper position—beyond 
“setting” or “background.” Then we’ll learn to shift from the notion of writing from 
idea to writing from image. We’ll crack open the landscape of our book projects 
by learning to create personal maps that will serve as springboards for memories, 
characters, and entire stories. We’ll mine the places we grew up, which will serve 
to create compassionate characters and deeper meaning in our books. Exercises 
will include floor plans of your childhood home, a place-based alphabet autobi-
ography, and a tour guide of your old neighborhood.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Easy Readers, Chapter Books, Middle Grade, 
Young Adult) 

 Courtney miller-Callihan|Congratulations! You Finished a Rough Draft. 
Now What? 
Part i: In this workshop, we’ll explore a variety of techniques for revising your 
manuscript. We’ll talk about how to improve your narrative voice, create more 
realistic dialogue, speed up (or slow down) your pacing, avoid “exposition 
dumps,” bring characters to life, and deftly weave together plots and subplots.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 ruta rimas|From Acquisition to Print: How a Children’s Book is Made 
What, exactly, does it take to make a book? How do the different departments 
interact? Why is my editor so important? And why won’t she answer my emails?! A 
step-by-step breakdown of just what goes into bookmaking. Workshop repeated 
in Session Four.  
audience: Writers and Illustrators, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 Bethany strout|Getting an Emotional Bang out of Your Picture Book  
Part i: This workshop will focus on various techniques authors and artists use to tell 
an emotional story when creating picture books. Examples will be looked at, and 
ideas for inspiration and revision will be shared. 
audience: Fiction writers and illustrators, all levels (Picture Book)
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 sally apokedak|Voice: Choosing the Perfect Words   
Children love and deserve fun words and rhythms. Discover how to spot the 
snoozing passages in your manuscripts and poke them with sticks to get them 
moving. Attendees will learn to use figures of speech to round out their voices. 
We will look at several figures of speech and they will take home worksheets de-
fining others and giving examples.
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult) 

 r. gregory Christie|Presentation and Protocol   
Congratulations on your children’s book idea, but now it’s time to bring it to life and 
get it in to the hands of many children. This workshop will help you to understand 
the kid’s book industry and to think about the resources out there for you as an as-
piring commercial artist. The primary focus is on getting your art ready for a stellar 
children’s book and then the various ways to find someone to buy that book.
audience: Illustrators, all levels

 Jodell sadler|Creating Picture Books to Wow     
Writers learn how to move yourself to move story and readers through concrete 
examples. Anyone looking to interact with readers, decrease word count, bring 
out the rhythm and heart into story and turn a picture book into a performance 
readers will love, will want to join in for this workshop. We will invite participation 
through art and words, craft surprise, utilize page turns, and add interactive ele-
ments. Workshop repeated in Session One.   
audience: Fiction writers, advanced (Picture Books)

 irene latham|Smart Marketing for Busy Authors 
Learn ways to prioritize and maximize your marketing efforts based on your 
book’s genre, audience, and subject-matter. This session will address marketing, 
demystified and broken into manageable pick-what-works-for-you tasks, and 
present a timeline for marketing tasks
audience: Writers, advanced (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult)
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Session Four: 2:00 - 2:45 
Saturday, October 11, 2014
 Candice ransom|Place in Fiction: Not Just Grits and Groundhogs  

Part ii: Continuation of Session Three workshop. 
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Easy Readers, Chapter Books, Middle Grade, 
Young Adult

 Courtney miller-Callihan|Congratulations! You Finished a Rough Draft. 
Now What? 
Part ii: Continuation of Session Three workshop. 
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult)

 ruta rimas|From Acquisition to Print: How a Children’s Book is Made 
What, exactly, does it take to make a book? How do the different departments 
interact? Why is my editor so important? And why won’t she answer my emails?! A 
step-by-step breakdown of just what goes into bookmaking. Workshop repeated 
in Session Three.  
audience: Writers and Illustrators, all levels (Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young 
Adult)

 Bethany strout|Getting an Emotional Bang out of Your Picture Book  
Part ii: Continuation of Session Three workshop. 
audience: Writers and Illustrators, all levels (Picture Book)
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 Janice Hardy|Planning Your Novel in Ten Easy Steps   
Learn a simple process to find and develop the key elements to plan a novel, 
from creating characters to determining the conflict to crafting the major plot 
points. Attendees will learn how to create the critical elements of a novel’s plot, 
how to use goals, conflicts, and stakes to build a story and develop characters, 
and how to approach a story in a way that will make it easier to write and be 
more marketable to agents, editors, and readers.  
audience: Fiction writers, all levels (Middle Grade, Young Adult) 

 Prescott Hill|Digital Illustration: A Hands-On Exploration   
Creating digital art is a skill every illustrator should want to master, even if it isn’t 
your preferred medium. Knowing creative digital skills will make you more effi-
cent, allow you to correct mistakes and enhance your artwork, and deliver your 
final art to your client’s server, eliminating shipping and packing expenses. In 
this workshop, attendees will be presented with a short primer on digital art cre-
ation, and then a practical hands-on demonstration of how easy, effective and 
natural-looking digital art can be, using Sketchbook Pro on a tablet-monitor. 
audience: Illustrators, all levels

 allison Hertz|Visualize Your Picture Book   
Teaching writers (and illustrators who want to write) how to create thumbnail 
drawings from their manuscripts to see the story. No drawing skills needed. 
Thumbnails improve story line, page turns, and reduce word count.
audience: Writers and Illustrators, advanced (Picture Book) 

 irene latham|Learning from the CYBILS Award 
Find out from a two-year judge the qualities winning poetry books have in com-
mon, and what striving poets can learn about craft and the book business from 
the CYBILS (Children’s and Young Adult Bloggers’ Literary Awards) judging pro-
cess. Attendees will take a look at current trends in poetry books, winning collec-
tions and the importance of leaving room for the illustrator.
audience: Writers, advanced (Poetry)
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Our Faculty

 lou anders’ research on Norse 
mythology turned into a love 
affair with Viking culture, culmi-
nating in a first visit to Norway 
while working on the final draft 
of Frostborn, the middle reader 
fantasy, book one in the 

Thrones and Bones series. Lou is also a Hugo 
Award winning editor and a Chesley Award 
winning art director. Anders has published over 
500 articles and stories on science fiction and 
fantasy television and literature. Visit Anders 
online at louanders.com, ThronesandBones.
com, Facebook, louanders.tumblr.com, and  
@ThronesandBones.
Workshops: ScripTips: Hollywood Screenwriting 
Techniques

Katie d. anderson is a regular 
contributor for Parade Maga-
zine on the topic of raising 
teenagers, and she has also 
had an article featured in the 
Huffington Post.  She is the au-
thor of the young adult novel 

Kiss and Makeup.
Workshops: Nuts & Bolts, From Brain to Book

 sally apokedak has been in-
volved in children’s publish-
ing—reviewing books, judging 
contests, teaching writers, for 
fifteen years. She’s also well 
acquainted with marketing—
for two years she was manag-

ing editor of the Kidz Book Buzz Blog Tour, where 
she worked with best-selling authors such as 
Shannon Hale, Jeanne DuPrau, and Ingrid Law, 
among others. Sally is in her second year as an 
agent with the Leslie H. Stobbe Literary Agency 
(still a newbie—the first several books she sold 

won’t come out until the fall of 2015). The good 
news is that she’s actively seeking to partner 
with great writers.  
Workshops: Voice: Choosing the Perfect Words

 r. gregory Christie works as an 
illustrator and owns Gas Art 
Gifts, an autographed chil-
dren’s bookstore and art school 
in Decatur, Georgia. He is the 
designer of the United States 
Post Office’s 2014 Kwanzaa 

Forever stamp, the artist for the New Orleans 
Congo Square 2014 Jazz fest poster, a featured 
artist on New York City’s subway cars for all of 
2012 and has illustrated over 50 children’s 
books.
intensive: Embracing Your Inner Maverick
Workshops: Find the Artistry and Marketability 
in Your Images; Presentation and Protocol

 Janice Hardy is the author of 
the teen fantasy trilogy The 
Healing Wars. Her novels in-
clude The Shifter, Blue Fire, and 
Darkfall (Balzer+Bray/Harper 
Collins). The first book in her 
Foundations of Fiction series, 

Planning Your Novel: Ideas and Structure is out 
now. She lives in Georgia with her husband, 
one yard zombie, three cats, and a very ner-
vous freshwater eel. Find out more about writ-
ing at her site, Fiction-University.com, or find 
her on Twitter @Janice_Hardy.  
Workshops: Planning Your Novel in Ten Easy 
Steps
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 sarah Frances Hardy has a juris 
doctorate cum laude from the 
University of Mississippi School 
of Law, a Bachelor of Arts in 
fine art from Davidson College, 
and subsequent studies at Par-
sons School of Design in New 

York and Paris. She took an early retirement 
from practicing law to paint and write full time. 
She is the author/illustrator of three picture 
books. 
Workshops: Nuts & Bolts, From Brain to Book

 alison Hertz has a BFA in Toy 
Design and MA in Curriculum 
and Instruction. She spent years 
as a writing teacher and an art 
teacher, and wrote and illus-
trated Flap (2012). She’s the 
coordinator for the Arts Alive 

program at Davis Elementary in East Cobb 
where she teaches 600 students about art mas-
ters followed by an art lesson (which she writes) 
about the artist’s style and medium. She also 
hosts Doodle Day, an online daily drawing 
challenge in which almost 500 people around 
the world doodle with her each day.  
Workshops: Visualize Your Picture Book

 Prescott Hill has been pursuing 
a career in illustration since the 
1980s. He is a SCBWI PAL mem-
ber, the art director of our 
Southern Breeze News, and Re-
gional Illustration Coordinator 
assistant to Elizabeth Dulemba. 

www.prescotthill.com.
Workshops: Digital Illustration: A Hands-On Ex-
ploration

 irene latham is a Birmingham 
poet and novelist who writes 
heart-touching tales of unex-
pected adventure. Her debut 
historical novel Leaving Gee’s 
Bend (Putnam/Penguin, 2010) 
is set in Alabama during the 

Great Depression and was awarded Alabama 
Library Association’s 2011 Children’s Book 
Award. Her latest novel Don’t Feed The Boy 
(Roaring Brook/Macmillan, 2012) is about a 
boy who wants to escape his life at the zoo. 
She has three poetry books for children forth-
coming, the first of which, Dear Wandering Wil-
debeest (Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2014), features 
poems set at an African water hole.  
Workshops: Smart Marketing for Busy Authors; 
Learning from the CYBILS Awards

 Kerry madden (also Kerry Mad-
den-Lunsford) is the author of 
the award-winning Maggie 
Valley Trilogy of Gentle’s Holler, 
Louisiana’s Song, and Jessie’s 
Mountain (Viking Children’s 
Books). She also penned Up 

Close Harper Lee as part of Viking’s Biography 
Series, which was a 2009 Kirkus and Booklist Pick 
of the year. Kerry is an associate professor of 
creative writing at UAB and also teaches “Writ-
ing for Young People” at Antioch University’s 
low residency MFA program. The mother of 
three children (two of the three now grown) 
she splits her time between Birmingham and 
Los Angeles. www.kerrymadden.com.
Workshops: Getting Started: What You Know
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 Agent Courtney miller-Callihan 
began her career in publishing 
at Random House before join-
ing Sanford J. Greenburger As-
sociates in 2005. She works 
closely with authors to help 
them reach their full creative 

and commercial potential. Workshops she will 
lead at the fall conference include Revision 
Strategies and Social Media Basics, among 
others. The former focuses on how to make the 
most of editor and agent feedback to improve 
your work. The latter covers how authors and 
illustrators can use social media platforms like 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn 
more effectively to build a career and engage 
with readers. 
Workshops: After the Book Deal: An Agent’s 
Role in the Publishing Process; Congratulations! 
You Finished a Rough Draft. Now What? Revi-
sion Strategies That Work

 Candice ransom is the author 
of 120 books for children and 
young adults.  Her work ranges 
from board books to biogra-
phy, picture books to historical 
fiction, chapter books to young 
adult romance.  Her latest 

books include the well-received Iva Honey-
suckle Discovers the World and its sequel, Iva 
Honeysuckle Meets her Match, and Rebel 
McKenzie, 2014 Children’s Choice Nominee 
and 2014 Texas Bluebonnet Award Nominee.
intensive: Peanut Butter to Plot: Writing Chap-
ter Books
Workshops: Fixing to Get Ready: A Field Guide 
to Your Novel; Place in Fiction: Not Just Grits 
and Groundhogs

 ruta rimas, Editor, acquires 
picture books, middle-grade 
fiction and nonfiction, and 
teen fiction for Margaret K. 
McElderry imprint at Simon & 
Schuster. She’s had the honor 
of working with some of the 

most talented in the industry including Susan 
Campbell Bartoletti, Oliver Stone, Jim Aver-
beck, Kimberly Derting, Dan Wells, Sarah Fine, 
Lisa Fiedler, and Brendan Kiely. Ruta loves 
books that challenge our preconceived no-
tions of the world.
Workshops: What Makes a Book Great; From 
Acquisition to Print

 Jodell sadler of Sadler Chil-
dren’s Literary, is the author of 
the Pacing Picture Books to 
Wow! Craft Picture Book Mag-
ic, Be Original, Love Writing, 
and Get Published (working ti-
tle). She earned her MFA in 

Writing for Children & YA from Hamline Univer-
sity, 2009, works as an adjunct and English 
Teacher, and jumped into agenting in 2012 
and loves it. She hosts Picture Book Pacing, Ed-
iting, and Avoiding Burnout tutorials with Writ-
er’s Digest and is a member of the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators (SCBWI). 
For more, please visit http:/www.sadlercre-
ativeliterary.com or Twitter @SadlerLiterary or 
follow #PacingPB.
Workshops: Creating Picture Books that Wow; 
Pacing, Prosody, Play and Performance 
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 Bethany strout is an Associate 
Editor at Little, Brown Books for 
Young Readers. Her titles in-
clude The Prince of Venice 
Beach by Blake Nelson; Sure 
Signs of Crazy by Karen Har-
rington; and Violet and Victor 

Write Best-Ever Bookworm Book by Alice Kui-
pers, illustrated by Bethanie Murguia. Prior to 
joining LBYR in 2010, Bethany worked at her lo-
cal library, The University of Chicago Press, 
and the literary agency Writers House. Follow 
her @BethanyStrout.
Workshops: Revision With an Editor; Getting an 
Emotional Bang out of Your Picture Book

 deborah Wiles has written be-
loved award-winning novels, 
non-fiction and essays. She 
lives in Atlanta and teaches 
personal narrative writing to 
students and their teachers all 
across the country.  

Workshops: Getting Started: What You Know
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Critiques and 
Portfolio Reviews
Formal Critiques 
Cost: $40.00
deadline: September 10 
Southern Breeze offers three formal critique options: Face-to-Face Manuscript Critique, Face-
to-Face Portfolio Review, Written-Only Manuscript Critique. Formal critiques are conducted by 
conference faculty (editors, agents, authors, illustrators) or other industry professionals who may 
or may not be in attendance. All written-only critiques are conducted by editors or agents.  
Face-to-Face critiques consist of a 12-minute meeting with the critiquer. Critiquers are asked to 
use the SCBWI Gold Form to ensure thorough critiques. Critiques are only available to registered 
conference attendees. 

inFormal Critiques 
Cost: Free
Conference attendees will gather in small 
groups to critique each others’ work. There is 
no charge for this activity. During on-line regis-
tration, indicate which genre you will be bring-
ing. On the day of the conference, bring at 
least five copies of your work, no more than 
2500 words please.

PortFolio disPlaYs
Cost: Free
Illustrators may display their portfolios. Bring 
your portfolio to registration for set-up. For more 
information about displaying portfolios, check 
the SCBWI website. 

Formatting:
• Use 12 point Arial or Times New Roman font, 

double-spaced.
• Set margins at 1” or larger.
• The header on the first page should include 

your name, address, telephone and email.
• The title and by line should appear a third 

way down the first page with text below.
• Do not include any illustrations or dummies. 
• Questions? Read “From Keyboard to Printed 

Page” found at www.scbwi.org/online-re-
sources/just-getting-started/.

length:
• Picture book or short story: submit entire mans.
• Poetry: submit up to six related poems
• Longer works: submit only complete chapters, 

up to 19 pages, plus a one-page synopsis
submission: 
• Portfolios for review should be brought to the 

conference.
• Manuscript should be in a printable format 

(.doc, .docx, .rtf, or ,pdf).
• Submit manuscript by attaching it to an email 

to Claudia Pearson, pearsoncrz@earthlink.net. 
• Subject line of email should be: “Formal Cri-

tique - [TITLE OF MANUSCRIPT] - [Written Only 
OR Face-to-Face]. Please indicate in the 
email the genre of your manuscript.
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Registration

sCBWi soutHern BreeZe Fall ConFerenCe tuition

saturday Workshops  

sCBWi members:  $125.00  

students:  $135.00  

non-members:  $145.00

after september 30:  $155.00  

lunch: $5.00

 Food for wik14 events will be provided by the irondale Cafe, 
of Fried Green Tomatoes fame, Zoe’s Kitchen, which began in 
Birmingham, and saws Juke Joint, which was named one of 
the best barbeque restaurants in the United States, and serves 
white barbeque, unique to Alabama cuisine.

optional Writing or illustrating intensive  

sCBWi members:  $65.00  

students:  $70.00  

non-members:  $85.00

optional Formal Critiques:  $40.00

submission deadline: September 10

to register, go to https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/wik14/
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Additional Information

Pal memBers

Book sales

Once again, Marie Peerson will be handling our book sales—THANKS Marie! SCBWI members 
who attend and have Published and Listed (PAL) books are invited to participate in the con-
ference book sale and autograph party. Email up to three titles (including ISBN, publisher, and 
date) to Claudia Pearson by September 1 to participate. 

sunday Breakfast meeting 

Pal members are invited to meet at the Hampton Inn on Sunday morning at 9:00 for a discus-
sion-based meeting. Send topics of interest to Cathy Hall, cathyhall55@hotmail.com.

illustrators’ daY & sPringmingle ’15 PreVieW

Giuseppe Castellano (Art Director, Penguin US/Grosset & Dunlap, PSS!, Warne, PYR and Poptropica), 
Andrea Davis-Pinkney (Scholastic) and Neal Porter (Roaring Brook Press).
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Locations and 
Hotel Information

ConFerenCe Hotel

Hampton Inn
4520 Galleria Blvd
Hoover, Alabama 35242
(205) 380-3300
special Conference Block room rates: Two Queen Beds or One King Bed $150.00/night Group 
Code: SCB 

note: Reserve early! The conference block may fill quickly. http://bit.ly/1nss9Yd

eVent loCations

Writers’ intensive: Hampton Inn, 4520 Galleria Blvd, Hoover, Alabama 35242

illustrators’ intensive: Ruffner Mountain Treehouse, 1214 81st Street South, Birmingham, AL, 35206

Friday dessert Party: Hampton Inn, 4520 Galleria Blvd, Hoover, Alabama 35242

Conference Workshops: Spain Park High School, 4700 Jaguar Dr., Hoover, AL 35242

For more inFormation

registration: Claudia Pearson at pearsoncrz@earthlink.net 

general: Stephanie Moody at moodyviews@bellsouth.net 


