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Greetings!

We hope this newsletter finds you well! We strive to bring you all
the information you'll need to engage in Southern Breeze events,
stay informed, and benefit from SCBWI membership. As always,

we'd love your input. Contact us at southern-breeze@scbwi.org.

Special FREE Event!

We hope you can join us on February 6th at 7:30
PM Eastern for a special presentation. Virtual
Sketchbook Tour with Mike Lowery: “How
Keeping a Sketchbook Changed My Life” 
In this event, Mike will talk about how keeping a
sketchbook launched his career and will challenge
attendees (regardless of their creative focus) to keep a sketchbook diary daily.
This event isn’t just for illustrators! It’s for creatives of all types at any stage of
their artistic journey.
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Our next Monthly Meeting speaker Laura Gehl, whose
own prolific career included releasing 10 traditionally
published children’s books in 2021 and 11 in 2022, will give

tips on becoming more prolific. Among other topics, she will discuss building
good writing habits, how to deal with writer’s block, questions to ask your agent
(or a potential agent) about submission strategies, and how to make sure your
contracts don’t limit future publishing opportunities. Sign in to your SCBWI
account to access links on members only page or save this link to join. 

mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org
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2023 Spring Mingle Conference Update

Conference registration will be open until March 15 or until we reach our
maximum number of attendees. Once you’ve registered for the conference,
look for an invitation to join the conference Google Groups Listserv. You can
connect with others attending the conference to find roommates, make dinner
plans, network, find restaurants, and more. 

Click here to donate items or services to the silent auction. Proceeds will
help us fund scholarships and free local programming!

Faculty Spotlights: We’re publishing a series of blog posts leading up to
the conference featuring our stellar faculty. Read the first few by clicking on
each faculty member’s name to learn more.

Morning keynote speaker and breakout session faculty Winsome Bingham. 
Afternoon keynote speaker and breakout session faculty Victoria Ying.
Agent and breakout session faculty Stephanie Frewell-Hill.

Upcoming Conference Deadlines!
February 10: deadline to add your book to the bookstore list
February 15: deadline to send in manuscripts for critique
February 20: Pitch Event deadline to send in pitches

New Program for Published Members:
The Southern Breeze Published Members group is sponsoring a new READ
LOCAL pilot program in 2023. We are in need of 1-2 volunteers to help. An
email with more information on this exciting program will be sent out to all PAL
and Full members on Feb. 8.

FEBRUARY CALENDAR

Unless noted, these events below are free with your membership.
For online events: Info, times and Zoom links can be found here (sign in to
your SCBWI account to access the links on our members only page).

2/6: Virtual Sketchbook Tour with Mike Lowery
2/7: Monthly meeting
2/8: Picture Book Breakdown

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQlR4vpXXeQ9AN4M81dqWRtY_Zyx6nUUalA1qCEdeU5g_Fuw/viewform
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/2023/01/19/faculty-spotlight-winsome-bingham/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/2023/01/21/faculty-spotlight-victoria-ying/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/2023/01/24/faculty-spotlight-stephanie-fretwell-hill/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/conference-faq/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/paid-manuscript-critique-submissions/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/pitch-event-guidelines/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/members-only-page/


2/13: Critique Groups
2/18: Critique Groups
2/22: Picture Book Breakdown
2/26: The Beatryce Prophecy Discussion Group (In-person, Savannah)
2/27: Critique Groups  
2/28: Published Members Group meeting

In-Person Local Event

Co-local liaison Ana Ivey will be hosting a MG book discussion on Kate
DiCamillo's The Beatryce Prophecy in Savannah on Sunday, February 26th
at 1:00 PM Eastern. We'll meet at Savannah Coffee Roasters on Liberty Street.
The focus will be on writing, plot, story arc, character development, etc.
Hopefully we can learn what works in the novel and apply some of it to our
own works-in-progress.To get the most out of the discussion, please read the
book in advance.

This format is being considered for virtual meetings focused on “reading like a
writer” to help us read critically to improve our own writing–similar to our
Picture Book Breakdown discussions. If you’d be interested in hosting a virtual
book breakdown for a MG or YA novel in the future, let us know! 

Pencil It In!

March Monthly Meeting: March 7, 7:30 p.m. EST /
6:30 CST

Kid Lit 101 plus preparing for Spring Mingle

Whether you’re planning to attend Spring Mingle or not, join us for a short
overview of the nuts and bolts of the world of children’s literature. This portion
will be recorded and available afterward on our website. Then we’ll talk about
how to get the most out of an in-person conference, take questions, and break
into small groups to get to know each other a little before the big day.

Programming Survey:

Each month our region has a variety of meetings, discussion groups, critique
groups, and other programming on Zoom.. We’d love your feedback. It helps
us know where to invest time and resources for members of Southern Breeze.
Please take a moment to fill out the brief survey here. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Local Liaisons!

Did you know we have a group of dedicated volunteers to
help you connect with other members in your local area? To
find the liaison for your area, click here. If there isn’t one
near you, contact us at southern-breeze@scbwi.org

https://forms.gle/fgzXqTWkZprh39RHA
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/southern-breeze-local-liaisons/


       

The Southern Breeze region is
active on social media.
Click the icons to join us!

There are ongoing virtual events
offered by various regions
around the world and are
discounted for SCBWI members.
Most are low cost, but some are
free. Don't miss out on these
opportunities!

View Events

This monthly newsletter is from SCBWI
Southern Breeze, the region
encompassing Alabama, Georgia, and
the Florida Panhandle. As a member of
SCBWI, you are automatically also a
member of the region where you live.

The regional level runs on volunteers, including the editors of this newsletter. If you
have questions, ideas, or would like to help, please email
southern-breeze@scbwi.org.

https://www.facebook.com/scbwi.southern
https://twitter.com/SCBWI_SoBreeze
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/scbwisouthernbreeze/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCIsESO7u7naQFojertm4oQ
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-virtual-events/
mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org


ONLINE RESOURCES:

SCBWI.org has a wealth of resources online
including: THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE (articles and
lists for all things kid lit), podcasts, and webinars.
There are also archives of the Bulletin and
INSIGHT, the SCBWI newsletters.

Southern Breeze also has a website, with local
information, links to online critique groups (sign in to
access), information about upcoming events, and a
blog site.

News and other information may be passed on without attribution;
original artwork and writing are the property of their creators and may
be reproduced only with written permission. Write to southern-
breeze@scbwi.org.

We'd love to see you on
social media. In addition to

our main accounts (click
icons above), here are

some other places you can
find us:

Southern Breeze Blog 
Southern Breeze Facebook
Southern Breeze Illustrators Page Facebook
Southern Breeze Illustrators Group Facebook
Southern Breeze Bookshop.org Page
SCBWI Blog
SCBWI Facebook
SCBWI Instagram
SCBWI YouTube
SCBWI Twitter

All the best in your creative endeavors!
Your regional team,

Lisa Lowe Stauffer and Melissa Miles, Co-Regional Advisors
Kathleen Bradshaw, Illustrator Coordinator

Michelle S. Kennedy, Assistant Regional Advisor

https://www.scbwi.org/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/members-only-crit-group-page/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/2021/02/24/welcome-to-the-new-blog-site-for-southern-breeze/
mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/category/southern-breeze-blog
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernBreezeIllustrators/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3335589159878720
https://bookshop.org/shop/SoBreeze
https://scbwi.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SCBWI/
https://www.instagram.com/scbwi/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheScbwi
https://twitter.com/scbwi

