
Tradewinds for January 2023Tradewinds for January 2023

Greetings!

We hope this newsletter finds you well! We strive to bring you all
the information you'll need to engage in Southern Breeze events,
stay informed, and benefit from SCBWI membership. As always,

we'd love your input. Contact us at southern-breeze@scbwi.org.

Welcome Michelle!

Southern Breeze welcomes Michelle S. Kennedy to the
role of Assistant Regional Advisor. She'll be part of our
leadership volunteers alongside Co-Regional Advisors
Melissa Miles and Lisa Stauffer, and Illustrator Coordinator
Kathleen Bradshaw.

Michelle has been an SCBWI member since 2014, most
recently serving as local liaison for Gwinnett County, GA.
She lives in Sugar Hill with her husband, teenage son, a cat,
and a handful of hermit crabs. In her day job she's an

interior decorator, a freelance writer for The Sunday School Store, and assists
her husband in his promotional products business.
 
Michelle loves writing picture books (mainly in rhyme) as well as children’s
poetry and is currently seeking an agent.

January Monthly Meeting: Tuesday Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m. EST, 6:30 CSTJanuary Monthly Meeting: Tuesday Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m. EST, 6:30 CST

Meet Eisner-winning sequential artist and graphic novelist
Rashad Doucet. He’ll discuss his process for illustrating,
collaborating with author Melissa Miles, and share what
went into his artistic choices. This meeting is open to
nonmembers, so share this link with your friends who might
be interested in attending. If you’re a member of SCBWI,
you do not need to fill out the form. The link will be on the
Members Only Page. 

mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org
https://rashaddoucet.artstation.com/
https://forms.gle/KgQYqeuthTgzFESX7


2023 Spring Mingle Conference Update

If you registered for the conference, look for an invitation to join the conference
Google Groups Listserv. You can connect with others attending the conference
to find roommates, make dinner plans, network, find restaurants, and more.

If you’ve attended an in-person conference before, we want your memories for
posting on our region’s blog. https://forms.gle/gnW5VjriUHAKGMHJ7

Conference Key dates:
January 15: early-bird rates end
February 10: deadline to add your book to the bookstore list
February 15: deadline to send in manuscripts for critique
February 20: Pitch Event deadline to send in pitches 

SCBWI Winter Conference Scholarship Opportunities

Exciting news! The SCBWI Winter Conference is offering BIPOC and Student
Illustrator scholarships for both in-person (February 10-12)
https://www.scbwi.org/events/in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/ and virtual
(February 25) https://www.scbwi.org/events/virtual-winter-conference-2023/ .
The deadline is January 10.

Published Members Group Meeting Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. EST, 6Published Members Group Meeting Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. EST, 6
CSTCST

Planning, Writing, and Goals
Let’s Talk about Book Goals for the New Year!

https://forms.gle/gnW5VjriUHAKGMHJ7
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/conference-faq/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/paid-manuscript-critique-submissions/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/pitch-event-guidelines/
https://www.scbwi.org/events/in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/
https://www.scbwi.org/events/virtual-winter-conference-2023/


(Note: new start time!)

JANUARY CALENDAR

Unless noted, these events below are free with your membership.
For online events: Info, times and Zoom links here (sign in to access).

1/7: Critique Groups
1/10: Monthly meeting: RASHAD DOUCET
1/11: Picture Book Breakdown
1/16: Critique Groups  
1/21: LL Savannah event (via Zoom)
1/25: Picture Book Breakdown
1/26: PMG meeting

Pencil It In!

January 10, 2023: Monthly Meeting
Pencil It In!
Feb. 7: Monthly Meeting: Laura Gehl, “How to be a more
prolific kid lit writer.”

Call for Local Liaisons!

The Local Liaison program is ramping
up for 2023! Check here to see if your
area has a local liaison. We are

resuming small, informal in-person meetings at this hyper-local level. If you
don’t see a local liaison for your geographic area, consider whether this is a
volunteer opportunity for you!

https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/members-only-page/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/about-us/#Liaisons


If you would like to know more, email southern-breeze@scbwi.org. We’d love
to have you on the team!

ILLUSTRATORS

Check out who’s coming to Spring Mingle 2023 –
Award-winning illustrator Victoria Ying!

If you’ve taken her course “Introduction to Visual Development” at
Schoolism.com, you know how amazing she is. Her film credits include

Tangled, Wreck it Ralph, Frozen, Paperman, Big Hero 6, and Moana. She is
the illustrator on DC’s “Diana Princess of the Amazons” and the author and

illustrator of the graphic novels “City of Secrets,” and the sequel “City of
Illusion.” Her latest graphic novel projects include the sequel to “Diana

Princess of the Amazons” and a YA debut, “Hungry Ghost.”

Victoria will not only be one of our keynote speakers, she is also conducting
three breakout sessions that will appeal to authors and illustrators. 

Reminder! Applications are still open for the Liz Conrad Award!
The Liz Conrad Award will be given to one promising illustrator in the children’s

book field and will provide:
*One-year free SCBWI Membership

*Review comments from the Judge determining the recipient of the Award

This Award is open to Southern Breeze SCBWI members only and is an
impressive honor to add to one’s resume. The deadline for submissions is

January 15th.

Click here for more information

mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/illustrators-lounge-2/liz-conrad-award/


       

The Southern Breeze region is
active on social media.
Click the icons to join us!

There are ongoing virtual events
offered by various regions
around the world and are
discounted for SCBWI members.
Most are low cost, but some are
free. Don't miss out on these
opportunities!

View Events

This monthly newsletter is from SCBWI
Southern Breeze, the region
encompassing Alabama, Georgia, and
the Florida Panhandle. As a member of
SCBWI, you are automatically also a
member of the region where you live.

The regional level runs on volunteers, including the editors of this newsletter. If you
have questions, ideas, or would like to help, please email
southern-breeze@scbwi.org.

ONLINE RESOURCES:

https://www.facebook.com/scbwi.southern
https://twitter.com/SCBWI_SoBreeze
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/scbwisouthernbreeze/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCIsESO7u7naQFojertm4oQ
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-virtual-events/
mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org


SCBWI.org has a wealth of resources online
including: THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE (articles and
lists for all things kid lit), podcasts, and webinars.
There are also archives of the Bulletin and
INSIGHT, the SCBWI newsletters.

Southern Breeze also has a website, with local
information, links to online critique groups (sign in to
access), information about upcoming events, and a
blog site.

News and other information may be passed on without attribution;
original artwork and writing are the property of their creators and
may be reproduced only with written permission. Write to
southern-breeze@scbwi.org.

We'd love to see you on
social media. In addition to

our main accounts (click
icons above), here are

some other places you can
find us:

Southern Breeze Blog 
Southern Breeze Facebook
Southern Breeze Illustrators Page Facebook
Southern Breeze Illustrators Group Facebook
Southern Breeze Bookshop.org Page
SCBWI Blog
SCBWI Facebook
SCBWI Instagram
SCBWI YouTube
SCBWI Twitter

All the best in your creative endeavors!
Your regional team,

Lisa Lowe Stauffer and Melissa Miles, Co-Regional Advisors
Kathleen Bradshaw, Illustrator Coordinator

Michelle S. Kennedy, Assistant Regional Advisor

https://www.scbwi.org/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/members-only-crit-group-page/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/events/
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/2021/02/24/welcome-to-the-new-blog-site-for-southern-breeze/
mailto:southern-breeze@scbwi.org
https://southern-breeze.scbwi.org/category/southern-breeze-blog
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernBreezeIllustrators/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3335589159878720
https://bookshop.org/shop/SoBreeze
https://scbwi.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SCBWI/
https://www.instagram.com/scbwi/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheScbwi
https://twitter.com/scbwi

